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A proud presentation of the

GENESEE VALLEY HANDSPINNERS (GUILD

July 2005

Unless otherwise noted, all weetings o the GVHG are held m
The FirsT Presbyterian Church locared on 70 East Mam Streer
1 VIcToR. MeeTings are prom 10:00am 1o 4:00pm. Come and jomn
us!!

CALENDAR & EVENTS

*August 20 - Guild Meeting

& Silent Mini Auction
September 17-19 Fiber Festival - Hemlock
October 7-9 Camp Stella Maris Retreat

*=Guild meetings
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Q: I am thinking of buying a fleece at the Fiber Festi-
val. What should I look for when I buy a fleece? How
should it feel? How clean should it be ...? How much
should it cost...?

This month’s answer is provided by Robin Nistock...Thanks,
Robin .
Selecting a Great
Handspinning Fleece

4 There are many factors to con-
sider when selecting a raw fleece
to purchase for handspinning.
No matter what your project,
there is a fleece out there that

will be perfect, and work better for you than any other
fleece. It's up to you to know what that is, and find it!

There are some characteristics that will be the
spinner’s choice, meaning that distinctive features like
color, luster, fineness grade and handle will be depen-
dant on the project in mind and no choice is “better”
than another - it just depends what your project needs.
Be aware that some wool types are better suited to cer-
tain projects than others. A baby might not enjoy paja-
mas made out of Lincoln, and a car coat for yourself
made from merino might start to pill at wear points
disappointingly soon. Know what type of wool will
best suit your project, or plan a project that will suit
the special fleece you just had to buy. That being

continued on page 6

President’s Message
Tina Turner

August is here and that means two things to me.
Fall is around the corner and fiber festival is only one
month away!

This month we have decided to do a small silent
auction. So clean out those cupboards to make
room for some new purchases in September. Any-
thing fiber related would be welcome. We will do
it just like our January auction. For those of you
who haven’t been to that auction, this is how it
works. Bring in your items, get a paper bag for
tickets, write a description of your item on a card,
and then place your item on the table for everyone
to admire. Afterwards you can “bid” on various
items by purchasing tickets at 5 for $1.00, placing
your ticket(s) into the bag, and later we will hope-
fully pick your name. Good luck to all!

Please remember the Stella Maris trip. I have sent
in the application and need to have at least 25 people
signed up for the weekend, or some portion of it. The
dates are October 7th through 9, so keep those dates
blocked off in your calendars. Right now I have no
formal plans for that weekend other than enjoying
each other’s company and spinning. If you would like
to see any sort of program please feel free to contact me
about it and we will see what we can arrange.

Remember this is the last month that you can drop
off items for the skein and garment competition. Lets
really have an awesome display! Beginning spinners,
send in some of your novelty skeins that most of us
can’t make anymore. They are really beautiful to look
at and add lots of interest into the display.

INSIDE
Spinning Tales ..........cccooveveiiiinnninnnen, Page 2
Hat exchange pattern.........ccccevecuceee. Page 3
Festival News - 2005 Classes............ Page 4-5
GVHG Board Members ........................ Page 7
Vendor Listings ........cccccceevviiuiinucnnnnne Page 8-9
UPDATED Skein & Garment....... Page 10-11
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Spinning Tales

Up Close & Personal

By Patt Ferrara

Panera’s in Webster was where
this interview took place, well at least
for me. In preparing questions for
this month’s ‘Spinning Tale’ I desired
a cool spot where I could use my
laptop in comfort. Into the subzero
climate of the Webster Panera’s air
conditioning I went. Their wireless
access to email and the world is cool.
Electronic interviewing is a gas, 6
days later. ‘I've got mail!

Linda Williamson or as her email
identifies her, ‘Lobstahcook,” an Irish gal hailing
from Dedham Massachusetts (ask her to say
‘Lobsta’ in her Boston accent), was the second
born in a family she shared with 6 sisters and 4
brothers!! Mom was a homemaker (we could just
imagine the cost of day care if she didn’t). Dad
made his living as a salesman, “A very good one
at that,” Linda adds. Her mom was the real
reason why Hallmark invented ‘Mothers Day.’
You just have to have a strategy, you must. Every
task must have been deliberately organized. For
instance, what was getting all those children ready
for school like? Especially in the winter? Imagine
a contagious virus?

Linda said that even today, “We all support,
inspire and challenge each other.”

Linda was the cook in the family. She derived
most of her drive and determination from her dad.
“Mom taught us to sew,” she said. Mom knits
mittens on 4 points!! Her maternal grandmother
crocheted granny squares, (although she never
saw an afghan, only squares in a box) her pater-
nal grandma made the kid sweaters and knitted
Afghans, those two grandmothers should have
gotten together!

Linda grew up Girl Scouting through her high
school years, where she witnessed a sheep shear-
ing (an omen of things to come), her parents
threatened to take the children to ‘The Poor Farm’,
“heck, any kind of farm would have been fun.”
laughed Linda.

Lollipop Farm rescues animals, Ebay rescue’s
Louet Spinning Wheels out of the hands of spin-

ning malcontents. What a deal Linda got from
a woman who ‘Went back to Nature’ and hated
it. Included was a wheel, fiber, knitting needles,
books. In the seller’s note, it read, “Hope you
enjoy this more than I did.” Boy, did
Linda get her money’s worth, her beloved
Louet wheel plus extras for a bargain
price of 200.00 U.S. There was a lucky
star and great timing behind that transac-
tion!

Linda found the guild when she vis-
ited the fiber festival, around 5 years
ago with a friend who wanted to make
soap and perhaps take a spinning class.
Was there soap making at festivals past?
What a rouse. Linda made some connec-
tions with Wendy, and has been attend-
ing guild ever since.

What makes Linda a good spinner? I asked
Linda. “Determination, perseverance and the love
of spinning,” she says. Not to mention, “Pure joy
in a tactile sense, good company and a love of
exploration, fiber from different breeds of sheep,
the look, the feel, the results.” Linda calls herself,
‘an explorer,” and mentions how she loves spin-
ning Alpaca most.

Or maybe a traveler, and does she travel. I
hope her SUV is not on lease or she’s got some
mileage issues. In the last year Linda traveled to
NH, ME, MA and NY fiber festivals. All this travel
satisfies her keen interest in meeting new people,
discovering new places and just trying new things.
Maryland and Michigan are on the ‘wanna go’
list.

Who do you know that may have attended the
CSMSA (Circular Sock knitting Machine Society
of America) in NH & Michigan? You may have
remembered at our show & tell last year when
Linda brought a WW1 cast iron machine to guild,
one of many that she collects. Ok, so she has more
machines than made socks, but with her love of
sock knitting she’ll succeed in getting the kinks
out of those links.

We at the guild have talked about a spinning
retreat in October. I suggest that we speak with
Linda, as she has attended retreats in Glouches-
ter, MA and Lake George, NY. “Fabulous Fun!”
she adds. What she experienced at these retreats

Spinning Tales continues on page 3 ...



Hat Exchange Russian-ish Hat
........ Sue Sayre

...... My Hat Exchange hat was made
for Wendy Caffee. I'll do my best
to explain what I did, but it was
designed on the needles, so there’s
no published pattern to refer to. The
fiber was a wool/mohair blend and
was variegated blue and purple. I
spun it as it came in semi-worsted
style, to make a yarn rather lighter
than sport-weight. I'm afraid I didn’t
write down the wraps per inch.

—

Wendy wearing her
hat ...

....... I cast on in the center of the top of the hat, 8 stitches
on size 2 dps (2 each on each of four needles). I worked
outward in stockinette, changing to a 16” circular as soon
as possible, and increasing on each side of four points
every other round (increasing by 8 stitches each increase
round). I'used the half-hitch make-one increase. I stopped
when the top of the hat was the size I wanted (25” around
a rather squarish shape when taken off the needles onto
a thread and measured). That was about 3” larger than
the wanted finshed size at the bottom - that is, the head
measurement I was making the hat for. I put the hat back
on the needles.

....... Without breaking my yarn, I cast on six stitches and
worked a 2 x 2 cable and knit it onto the hat, slipping the
first stitch of each row. I worked the cable band to within
1 stitch of the hat, slipped that stitch, knit a stitch from the
hat, and slipped the stitch over. If you've never knit an
edging on to something, catch me at a meeting and I'll try
and demonstrate it. I now had a rather squarish shaped
thing with a cable around the outside. I can’t remember if
I did the careful thing and used a provisional cast-on and
grafted the two edges together when I came back to the
beginning - if I didn’t, I wish T had - it would be The Right
Thing To Do.

....... From the wrong side of the work, I knit up one stitch
in each slipped stitch on the outer edge. (When you knit
up from the back, you get a very nice braided edge effect
along the edge of the cable, because the slipped stitch is
on the outside. This mirrors the top edge, if you knit on
as I described above.) I marked the four corner stitches -
they’re where I did the increasing for the top. I worked
down in seed stitch, keeping those corner stitches in
stockinette. On the way down, I worked three decrease
rounds. Iwanted to eliminate the extra stitches to get to the
wanted finished diameter. In my case, that was 3 inches,
or 12 stitches. I decreased 1 stitch on each of the four
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sides each decrease round. I did this by
knitting or purling two together near

the corner stitch. I was careful A
to vary which side of the corner :
stitch I worked the decrease on, so
that it didn’t start to swirl.

....... When the sides were as long as I

wanted them - about three and a half inches - I changed
to smaller needles - I used size 0 - and worked about
an inch of k2, p2 ribbing. I changed back to the larger
(size 2) needles, and worked in stockinette for about an
inch, to make a rolled brim. I was careful not to bind
off too tightly.

If you have questions, please feel free to email me
(gsayre@frontiernet.net). Sue Sayre

Spinning Tales continued from page 2 ...
. may be helpful to planning a guild spin-
px{ ning retreat!
“5%L  When I asked Linda about knitting, and
,f i wa other interests . . . well, I'll let her tell it.
“I love to knit socks. I got my first inspi-
ration from Nancy Bush’s book. I learned to
knit while working in the ED at Strong on
the night shift. Looking back it was both pro-
ductive and comical. I learned from three
different women on different days of the week:
Pattie used the American method, Ursula used the
British method and Elsie used the German method.
I was initially so confused and tangled in yarn but
soon discovered there was more than one way to
knit. Now I am quite versatile . . . Maybe I'll try
TWO HANDED and do a Fair Isle.
“I love books, libraries, research and Beauty
and the Beast (the beast gave her a library, wow)”
Other Interests Linda? “I have always had lots
of interests,” she said. “I love gardening, science
-- especially marine biology -- cooking, the ocean,
and anything made by hand. I also am inspired by
Linda Cartwright’s magazine “WildFibers’
“A traveler! A writer!” As Linda exclaimed,
“and the rest of the story is yet unwritten!”

It's always an honor to listen and share guild
member’s stories, as each is a strand of fiber that
weaves our guild together.

With gratitude to Linda ...
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Festival News ....
2005 Class Schedule

Drop Spindle (Adult)

Sat. & Sun. 12:00-1:00 p.m.
Instructors: Deb Santolla and Sandy Moore. Learn the
basics of using a drop spindle. Drop spindle and fiber
will be provided.

Beginning Wheel Spinning  $30.00

Sat. & Sun. 12:00-2:00 p.m. Instructor: Phyllis Gula.
Take the first step of spinning on a wheel. Students may
bring their wheel or one will be provided.

Dyeing 101 $30.00

Sun. 9:00-Noon Instructor: Betty Todd

Learn three techniques in dyeing, microwave, space and
pot. All supplies included.

Old Spinning Wheel - Care and Feeding $10.00

Sat. 3:00-4:00 p.m. Instructor: David Paul

Overview of traditional style wheel, how they work,
how to keep them running smoothly.

Angora Spinning $30.00

Sat. 3:00-5:00 p.m. Instructor: Christina Kolassa
Learn how to spin angora. Learn about blends and dif-
ferent breeds of rabbits. Christina has had rabbits for
many years.

Knitted and Beaded Bracelets $25.00

Sun. 11:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. Instructor: Erin Kosich
Remember those old-fashioned knitting spools you may
have used as a kid, well . . . they are back with a glitzy
twist. Use sparkly yarn and beads to create a beautiful
bracelet.

Knitting with Roving $35.00

Sat. 2:00-3:30 p.m. Instructor: Genevieve Grew

Do you know how to “thrum?” It’s a way to incorporate
poofs of roving into your knitting. Learn to make a puffy
pair of socks or mitten. Includes kit for either mittens or
socks.

Fab-Flowers! $25.00

Sat. 3:00-5:00 p.m. Instructor: Erin Kosich

This class includes yarn and pattern. Learn to make big
flower brooches to dress up your wardrobe. You will
learn knit and crochet versions.

Nifty No-Knit Scarves $25.00

Sun. Noon-1:00 p.m. Instructor: Kelly Springer

Learn the fun technique of weaving your favorite novelty
yarns through the holes of special mesh fabric to create
a scarf you can take home. Includes all supplies.
Beyond Scarves $50.00

Sat. 11:00 a.m. — Noon Instructor: Kelly Springer
Learn all the things you can make when you're ready to
take the next step away from scarf knitting. Purses, hats,
even a jacket all made from basic scarf shapes. Start a
splendid purse to take home.

$25.00

Honeycomb Scarf $30.00

Sat. 11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. Instructor: Tina Turner
Learn to knit a honeycomb scarf using variegated yarn.
This attractive scarf only uses one skein and makes a
great gift.

Needlefelted Decorated Pillow $15.00

Sun. 2:00-3:00 p.m. Instructor Christine Haag

Learn to design a needlefelted pillow with carded wool
and yarn felted to precut wool fabric. ($5.00 pay to
Instructor)

Rug Hook a Pin $25.00

Sat. 3:00-5:00 p.m. Instructor: Amy Klee

Learn the basics of rug hooking while making a pin.
You will be able to choose one of the following: sheep,
flower, crow or heart.

Wool Felt Penny Rug $35.00

Sat. and Sun. Noon-2:00 p.m. Instructor:
mella

Learn how to prepare wool felt, mark, cut and sew a
penny rug. Class includes a great kit for making a penny
rug doily.

Felt Making Fun $50.00

Sat. 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Instructor: Sandi Cirillo
Students in this workshop will create a landscape in
wool fiber working with a favorite photo, painting or
from their imagination using wet and needle felting tech-
niques.

Beginning Crochet $25.00

Sun. Noon-2:00 p.m. Instructor: Carolyn Rivello
Learn to crochet. Learn the basics and the sky is the
limit. This class is suitable for teenagers and adults.
Fiber Blending $35.00

Sat. 3:00-5:00 p.m. Instructor: Deb Santolla

Learn about blending fibers with hand carders, drum
carder, combs and hackles. Students will take home
their blends.

Getting the Most from your Drum Carder
Sun. 2:00-4:00 p.m. Instructor: Deb Santolla
Learn how to use a drum carder. The maintenance of
the drum carder. Learn how to prepare wool on a drum
carder. Also learn about blending colors.

Jill For-

$30.00

KID’S WORKSHOPS (Ages 11 and up)
Parental supervision not required

Drop Spindle $20.00

Sat. and Sun. 2:00-3:00 p.m. Instructor: Sandy Moore
Kids will learn to spin with a CD drop spindle. The spin-
dle will be theirs to take home.

Felted Dinosaur Eggs $20.00

Sun. 1:00-2:00 p.m. Instructor: Erin Kosich

Using a bucket of warm water, kids will turn colored
wool into dynamite dinosaur eggs.




Flower Power Pins $20.00

Sat. Noon - 1:30 p.m. Instructor: Erin Kosich

Learn how to cast on, knit, bind off and turn your cre-
ation into a cute flower to wear.

Flag Wallhanging-Beginning Weaving$10.00

Sat. 3:00-4:00 p.m. Instructor: Christine Haag

Kids will weave a 7”x10” flag design wallhanging on
their own take home heavy cardboard loom.

Workshop Registration Form

All classes require a minimum of 4 people. You will
be notified if your class is cancelled due to insufficient
enrollment. To register for a class:
a. Complete the form below and mail to:
Linda Geiger
550 Beadle Road
Brockport, NY 14420

b. Include a check payable to Genesee
Valley Handspinners Guild

For additional information go to the Festival website
at http://www.gvhg.org/fest.html
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Win Fest Bucks

Bring your skein and gar-
ment compeftition items
to the August meeting in
order for your name to be
entered in the drawing to
win $50 of “fest bucks".
Enter as many items as you
can!

And don’t forget your items for the Fair Isle Display!
Any items you have that would fit our need will
be greatly appreciated and handled with the utmost
care.

Please contact Linda Williamson Hodgkins for more
info — email. Lobstahcook@yahoo.com. She would
love to hear your ideas and share your work by plac-
ing items in the display and will provide pickup and
return of any items lent for the display. You can also
leave her a phone message at 585 377-0588. Thanks a
million and see ya at the Festival.

| Registration Form for Workshop Classes:

| Your Name:

Your Address:

Phone #:

e-mail:

1-Title of Class:
Day of Class:

|
|
|
|
|
|
I Time of Class:—
|
|
|
|
|
|

2-Title of Class:
Day of Class:
Time of Class:

3-Title of Class:
Day of Class:
Time of Class:

Fee enclosed:
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Salecting a Great Fleece continued from Page 1...

said, there are some things to look for that will be
universal to a really outstanding fleece, regardless of
sheep breed, color, fineness, etc. Use the following list
of qualities to help you find an excellent fleece so that
your project will be a joy, not a disappointment.

Cleanliness — To me, this is of utmost importance.
Even a fleece with a fever break in mid staple can still
serve a useful function as felting fiber if it is completely
clean. The fleece should be completely free of: chaff,
burrs, VM (vegetable matter) of any kind, dung tags,
manure, urine stained wool, belly wool, VM filled neck
wool, dandruff or scurfy material, moths or bugs of
any kind, or wet or mildewed areas . The wool
should smell pleasantly sheepy and not moldy, like
urine or manure, or otherwise unpleasant. Note that
ram fleeces will smell “rammy” but this is an animal
smell, not a dirty or rotten smell. Canary stain (from
unhappy lanolin) on white wools often occurs in pro-
longed hot humid weather, and not much can be done
to prevent it. The color can often be lessened by wash-
ing, but a faint yellow cast may linger. This may not be
a problem if you are looking for an off-white yarn, or
better yet, a fleece to dye. Related to cleanliness is the
issue of sunburning on colored wool. Just like a black
T shirt left on the clothesline all summer, black wool
exposed to the sun will bleach to browny-gray. This
may not be bad if you aren’t looking for real black, and
the wool may card to a lovely color. If you want the
true color from butt to tip, look for a fleece that’s been
coated all year. The coat prevents sunburning of the
fiber.

Soundness — The strength of the wool fibers
is a reflection of a whole year’s worth of husbandry
and management of the sheep the fleece came from.
Wool grows 24/7, 365 days a year, and anything that
upsets the rate of growth — a bad illness, internal para-
site load, stress from heat or poor nutrition or lambing,
a lack of sufficiently nutritious feed — will cause a weak
spot in the fleece. Since wool grows out from the skin,
assuming the sheep is shorn every 12 months an illness
2 months after shearing will produce a break some-
where out near the tip of the lock; illness 6 months
after shearing will produce a break at mid staple, and
so on. A weak spot will often break under the physi-
cal stress of carding or combing. Depending on where
the weak spot(s) occurs, it can reduce your nice staple
length to half what it was, or an acceptable length fiber
but also be littered with pills and noils from the short
bits. Select a few locks the girth of a pencil. Hold at tip
and butt and tug firmly. Then tug hard. If the wool
doesn’t break, then it’s sound. Some tenderness may

occur on wool from the backbone area due to weather-
ing. If the faultis confined to that area, it can be skirted
out if the rest of the fleece is sound.

Consistent Length / Lack of Second Cuts — Ideally,
the fiber should all be the same length or close to it.
Large differences in fiber length through out the same
fleece likely indicates a poor job by the shearer. Check
the fleece for second cuts. These occur when the shears
pass through the wool somewhere above the skin, and
then are passed over the same area again, this time
at skin level. Second cuts can often be shaken out of a
fresh fleece, but the staple length will have suffered.

Freedom From Felted Areas — Wool can felt on the
sheep because of several conditions, but largely due to
being wet and being rubbed. Hot, wooly sheep who
rub on posts, feeders, etc, can felt large areas of their
fleece, especially over the shoulders and ribs. Sheep
coats that are too tight will usually cause felting across
the brisket, shoulders and lower leg. The degree of
felting can vary from “webbing” where the fibers are
just starting to show a tendency to stick together, to
“cotting” where there is definite sticking, but the fibers
can be manually pulled apart without damage, to true
felting, which is a condition that can’t be undone any
more than you can unfry an egg. Felted wool is useless
except perhaps for dog bed stuffing.

If the fleece in question passes all the above tests,
then it is worthy of purchase. “How much should I
pay for a good fleece?” is a common question. The
answer is “Enough to repay the shepherd for their
effort.” As you may be guessing from what’s already
been written, there is a year-long expenditure of time,
care, effort, knowledge and supplies that go into pro-
ducing a really outstanding fleece. Is the color or breed
unusual? It cost to buy the genetics to produce it for
you. Is the fleece perfectly clean? It was likely coated
all year, and required a wardrobe of coats. Is it strong?
The shepherd feeds well and deworms regularly. Is it
long and luxurious and free of webbing? The sheep
were housed to stay cool and comfy all year. The
good news is that the quality, quantity and variety
of handspinning fleeces has improved tremendously
over the years as producers vied for the attention of
spinners. The downside is that you get what you
pay for, and superior quality still costs more. Many
excellent fleeces regularly bring prices of $6 to $15 per
pound. Higher prices are not necessarily out of line
depending on some circumstances. If you are going to
a festival as a new fiber-buyer and think you may be
overwhelmed, it may help to do some internet sleuth-
ing beforehand and find out what the going prices are
for the breed/ color/grade you're going to be seeking.



Selecting Great Fleece...continued from page 6.

On the other hand, acceptable fleeces can often
be found for very little money, depending on circum-
stance. If you don’t mind dealing with minor versions
of the faults mentioned above, you can find fleece any-
where from “It’s free! Please take it — I don’t know
what to do with it!” and on up. A word of caution: A
free pile of crappy wool is still crappy wool. Inspect
any wool you acquire (especially coming from storage
or odd circumstances) OUTSIDE and away from build-
ings. You do not want to bring home moths or other
bugs to infest your home and fiber stash. If it was inex-
pensive, keep only the nicest wool, and don't feel bad
consigning the rest to the compost heap. It's not your
fault if that is it’s highest purpose!

Good luck, have fun fiber hunting, and happy
spinning!!

Attention spinners — novice & experienced alike — do
you have a question(s) about any aspect of fiber, equipment
or spinning you would like an answer to? Send it in and
we will find an expert to answer your questions. Email to:
ward00@rochester.rr.com.

GVHG Board Members
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Newsletter Items -

--- Your articles, thoughts, questions
& other items are welcome. The dead-
line is the 25th of each month. Please
email your items to Sharon Ward at
wardOO@rochester.rr.com

(or see me at quild)

;:lu q.|“.|:§ August Birthdays
Bosesoemedl  Phyllis Gula - 13

‘txpaaanar

Paige Stoep - 28
Cindi Meding - 29
A.J. Porschet - 29

Board Member Position Phone Email

Tina Turner President (585) 473-1265 turner @frontier net.net
Joan Berner Vice President (585) 352-0852 jskberner @eznet.net
Michele Jarzyna Secretary (585) 245-9778 tfh@frontiernet.net
Roberta Grainger Treasurer (585) 787-2144

Wendy Caffee Church Liaison (585) 398 3079  largewhitedogs@aol.com
AnneMarie Graham Fiber Festival (585) 323-9556 ariccil@rochester.rr.com
Stefanie Ecker Educational Coordinator (716) 432-0397 L otus585@cs.com

Wendy Engstrom Website Coordinator (585) 381-4309 wendy@fiberholics.com
Carolyn Rivello Library (585) 381-4309 daverivello@earthlink.net
Susan Sommers School Age Education  (585) 352-5132  Susan.sommer s@j uno.com
Diane Seely Member ship (585) 889-3562 dsedly@frontier net.net
Lisa Gwinner Warm Extremities (585) 461-2014 gwincourt@frontier net.net
Sharon Ward Newsletter Editor (585) 394-6609 ward00@rochester.rr.com
Mary Anne Young Demonstrations (315) 524-7764 May871@hotmail.com

Sue Sayre Immediate Past President

(585) 223-4945

gsayre@frontiernet.net
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Connections...

Rochester, NY
Crochet Group
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Cloverleaf Farms
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Tamara L. Kelley

Knitting & Crocheting Instructor,
Designer and Fiber Artlst

Home Phone: (585} 3231420
Call Phona' [585) 305-2437

e-mail: thelley | | @rochester.m.com
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Don’t miss the
Mid- Summer Silent
Mini-Auction

Saturday August 20 at the Guild
Meeting.

The Guild has been very fortunate
to have been gifted with a large stash
which has been donated by a former guild
member. As it is too large to be stored until
January (it filled the back of Sue’s van and
no one has room), there will be a silent auc-
tion at the next meeting to help distribute
this generous donation.

So, as Tina suggests in her President’s
message - it is time to clean out your clos-
ets, trunks, etc. to get ready for all those
fabulous purchases you will make at the
Fiber Festival. Bring it to the auction.
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Updated Skein and Garment Information

SKEIN COMPETITION

GARMENT COMPETITION

All skeins must be a minimum of 2 oz. And tied in atGarments may be made of any fiber and any technique.

least 3 places. Hand prepared-carded, dyed and spl

entrant
Identify COMMERCIALLY PREPARED FIBERS
with a “C”
*Category (add appropriate size to class)
Fine: More than 20 WPI (40 yard skein)
Medium: 10-19 WPI
Bulky: Less than 10 WPI

Class Category * Description

1 Singles — Animal 100%

2 Singles—Animal Fibers/bledo)
3 Singles — Plant 100%

4 Multi-ply — Animal 100%

5 Multi-ply—Animal fibers/blen¢-50%)
6 Multi-ply — Plant 100%

7 Novice Spinner (<1 year)

8 Hand Dyed — Naturally Dyed

9 Hand Dyed — Chemically Dyed

10 Novelty Skein
11 Junior Spinner (under 18)
12 Hand Spindle Skein

FLEECE COMPETITION

Fleeces will bgudged on suitability for spinning.
*Category (enter appropriate fleece color: white or
natural)

Class Cat. Description

13 Fine grade 64sto 80s (Merino,
Targhee, Cormo, €tc.)

14 Medium grade 50s to 62s
(Corriedale, Columbia, etc.)

15 Long grade 50s to 62s
(Romney, Lincoln, etc.)

16 Coarse grade 36s to 48s (Coop
worth, Cotswold, etc.)

17 Dual Coated (Shetland, Icelan

dic, etc.)

tify COMMERCIALLY PREPARED YARNS with a
C”

*Category (add appropriate technigue to class)
K =Knit C=Crochet W=Weave F=Fet O=Other

Class Category Description
18 Accessories — scarves, mittens,
hats, socks
19 Blankets
20 Shawls
21 Sweaters — Adult
22 Sweaters — Baby/Child
23 Other Garments
24 Domestic Textiles
Guild Awards:

Best Hand Knitted Items — Rochester Knitting Guild $25

Best Handwoven Item —Weaver'sGuild ~ $25

Best Novelty Skein — Genesee Valley Handspinners Guild  $15

Best Spinning Technigque — Genesee Valley Handspinners Guild
$15

Best Spindle Spun — Genesee Valley Handspinners Guild  $15

Memorial Awards:

Joan Hartman Memorial Award — Best Innovative Use of
Traditional Technique, sponsored by Sue Sayre $25

Carol Ely Award — Best Novice Skein, Genesee Valley
Handspinners Guild  $15

Helen Brown Award, Best use of Flash and Color — Genesee
Valley Handspinners Guild ~ $15

Ann Senour Award, Woven Article Demonstrating Creative
Useof Color  $25

Individual and Business Awards:

Best Use of NY Wool — Nistock Farms ~ $15

Best Use of aNatural Dye— Neko Farms  $25

Best Chemical Hand Dyed Yarn — Cloverleaf Farms $15
Best Skein by a Junior Spinner — Joan Berner $15
Best Use of Llama Fiber — Black North Llamas $15



Finger Lakes Fiber Arts Festival 2005
Rules for Skein, Garment
and Fleece Competition

We look forward to receiving your entries for our
festival. Please review the rules and assure you
send in your entries by September 7, 2005 as judg-
ing will take place the week before the Festival.

1. There are no restrictions on the number of
entries you may have in any one class.

2. Entry fee is $2 for each item entered.

3. You are requested to send in the accompanying
form, fee and your entries to: Mary Anne Young,
432 Ontario Drive, Ontario, NY 14519.

4. Entries must be received by September 7, 2005.
5. Entries will be available for pickup between 4
and 5 PM, Sunday, September 18, 2005.

6. The Festival Committee will make every effort
to display and care for the pieces entered, but
assumes no responsibility for damage or loss.

7. Attach a tag to each item. On one side include
a return address sticker and phone number. On
the other side include the following: Class
number, brief description, description of tech-
nique, breed of sheep, and identify if commer-
cially prepared in any way.

8. View the special awards list and indicate any
category that would be appropriate to your work.
9. Unclaimed entries become the property of the
Festival Committee.

10. The judge reserves the right to change the
entry class if she feels an item is entered in the
wrong class, with no negative repercussions.

11. We are planning an awards ceremony for the
Special Awards on Sunday at 2 PM. See the art
and the artists!

*Fleeces may be delivered on Friday, September
16 by 2 PM.
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Finger Lakes Fiber Arts Festival 2005
Skein, Garment and Fleece Competition
Entry Form

Please complete this form and mail with entries and
fees by September 7, 2005 to: Mary Anne Young, 432
Ontario Drive, Ontario, NY 14519.

Name:
Address:

Check here if Junior entry (under 18) |:|

Class No. | Description

My entries will be picked up by:
(name of person)

Entries must be received or delivered by September
7,2005.

Pick up between 4 and 5 PM, Sunday, September 18,
2005

Mail my entries to: (enclose appropriate postage and
insurance)

(To be signed at pick up)
I have picked up the entries listed above:

Signature




First Annual.....”Hot and Hazy Fiber Day and Spin In”

Saturday, August 13, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Tiashoke Farm (in their airy barn next to the Corn Maze),
Route 40, Easton NY N (Route 40 is the state road that runs
from Troy, NY past Tiashoke Farm and continues towards
Greenwich and beyond.)

Bring your wheel, knitting, crocheting, felting.....Bring a
chair, and lunch if you like. There will be a food cart on the
grounds. Look forward to raff3 es and prizes.

A list of vendors will will be announced. And the corn maze
will be open.

For more information, and to give them an idea how
many people might be coming, please send a note to
Melissa -- Pbertwist@gmail.com -- or Lana --
woolnwheels@gmail.com

GVHG Newsletter
4318 Rt. 21 S.
Canandaigua, NY 14424

Tiashoke Farm (which has its dairy heifers and dry cows in
the big barns and pastures across the road) is about half an
hour from Albany, Troy, Glens Falls and Saratoga Springs,
New York, and about 45 minutes from Bennington and Man-
chester Center, Vermont.

If you @ coming from the south, it @ just past the brehouse
and on the left side of the road. If you @e traveling from the
north it @ on the right, just past Allen Farm Equipment.

For a map or directions, go to http://www.MapQuest.com,
or http://maps.yahoo.com and enter 11822 State Route 40
and Schaghticoke NY. On the map, zoom out for a larger
view. Or write to Lana or Melissa.

Hope to see you there,
Mary @ Elihu Farm in Easton

Mailing to:




